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Students  
post high  
test scores
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St. Joseph Catholic School took 
the Iowa Statewide Assess-
ment of Student Progress, or 
ISASP, last spring. 

ISASP measures student proficiency 
in language arts and math. St. Joseph 
students are well above the state av-
erage, as shown in the graphs at right, 
which includes both public and private 
schools. 

This is quite an accomplishment con-
sidering this was coming off missing a 
quarter of the previous year due to the 
pandemic. In addition to an extreme-
ly high percentage of students being 
proficient, many students score in the 
advanced category.  

We are very proud of these scores, 
which can be attributed to great teach-
ers, involved parents, small class sizes, 
rigorous curriculum, hard working stu-
dents, a supportive parish and more. 
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Board of Education members 
We would like to thank our current board of education 
members. Each member can serve up to two three-year 
terms. Board members this year are Blake Frericks, 
president; Shanna Duggan, vice president; Robyn  
Ginther, secretary; Jaymie Noffke; Joe Trapani; Nick 
Decker; Andrew Hlubek; and Father David O’Connor.



St. Joseph students showcased their 
skills and talents by participating in 
boys and girls basketball this winter. 
The Chargers had success competing 
against Christian-affiliated schools from 
the Cedar Rapids area and as far away 
as Waterloo. 
 
This is a great opportunity for students 
to learn sportsmanship, leadership and 
team-building skills. 

“I really enjoy playing with my friends and 
representing my school. It is my favorite 
extra-curricular activity,” a boy on the 
seventh and eighth grade team said.

All boys and girls in fifth through eighth 
grades are welcome and encouraged to 
participate. There are two teams for both 
boys and girls. Students in fifth and sixth 
grades form one team, and seventh- and 
eighth-graders make up the other team. 
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St. Joseph students in 
seventh and eighth grades 
spent the afternoon of 
Nov. 3 sprucing up the 
sanctuary and entryways 
of St. Joseph Church. 

Nooks and crannies were 
swept and hard-to-reach 
spots were dusted. The 
hard-working crew man-
aged to retain reverence 
toward the house of wor-
ship and have a little fun 
while serving the parish.

It was the first action of 
the newly formed Service 
Committee at St. Joseph 
School. The committee 
aims to provide monthly 
opportunities for students 
to participate in events 
that will strengthen the 
school’s ties with the par-
ish and community. 

Students will discover that 
service is a commitment 
to doing Christ’s work in 
many forms.

Charger spirit 
on the court

The seventh and eighth grade girls basketball team.

Registration for the up-
coming school year opens 
Feb. 4 at St. Joseph, the 
only preschool-through-
eighth-grade Catholic 
school in the metro area. 
Tuition assistance is available for students ages 
kindergarten and up. 

St. Joseph boasts high achievement and a 21st 
century education for students. Assessment 
scores show students testing well ahead of 
benchmarks. STEM programs, extracurricular 
clubs, technology integration and Spanish are 
offered to students in preschool through eighth 
grades. In addition, St. Joseph offers daycare op-
tions to accommodate family schedules, including 
child care for children 3 and over. St. Joseph is an 
accredited school serving over 175 children. 

Those interested may contact the school or 
schedule a tour by calling 319-377-6348.

Students spruce up church

The fifth and sixth grade boys basketball team. 

Registration 
opens Feb. 4


