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Shining a light on St. Joseph staff
St. Joseph Catholic School is fortunate to have a great teaching staff made up of hard working and dedicated 
individuals. In this issue, we would like to spotlight the newest faces among the St. Joseph Catholic School staff.

Mrs. Jorie Douglas is the third-grade teacher at St. Joseph. She has been teaching in private 
and public schools for the past five years. She is newly married and expecting her first child 
in October. When she is not teaching, she enjoys taking walks with her puppy around town. 
She is most looking forward to being back in a small Catholic school like the one she grew 
up attending as a child. Mrs. Douglas enjoys the small class sizes and the feeling of a family 
community. She is looking forward to growing with her students this year and getting to know 
them individually as learners. 

Mr. Adam Laborde is the physical education teacher at St. Joseph School. He grew up in  
Reinbeck and graduated from the University of Northern Iowa in 2014. He has taught  
middle school PE and coached varsity soccer for the last six years in Wisconsin. When he  
isn’t at school, he enjoys spending time outside hiking, backpacking and camping. He also 
enjoys cooking and baking. Mr. Laborde is looking forward to getting to know his students and 
building excitement about being active.

Ms. Piper Kesselring is the childcare director at St. Joseph School. She grew up in Cedar  
Rapids and graduated from Xavier High School in 2017. She attended college at Mount Mercy 
University, where she was on the cheerleading team and graduated in 2021. Ms. Kesselring 
is the head cheerleading coach at Xavier High School for football, basketball and wrestling. 
When she isn’t at school, she enjoys spending time with her family and staying active. Ms. 
Kesselring is excited to become more active in the St. Joseph Parish and meet lots of new 
families. 

THE MISSION | FALL 2021 319.377.6348 | WWW.SCJSMARION.ORG

Getting to know our deacons

Fall 2021 newsletter

St. Joseph students have the opportunity to  
learn from church leaders and live out their  
faith every day. 

Students attend weekly Masses, and Father David 
O’Connor visits one classroom a week to explore the 
Catholic faith more deeply.

At the end of the 2020-21 school year, Mr. Kettmann 
extended the invitation to the deacons of St. Joseph 
Catholic Church to also pay visits to the classrooms. 
Deacons Ken Bauer, Dennis Ternes and Jeff Volker are 
continuing their weekly visits this school year. 

Students have asked about things like the power of 
the Eucharist, how a vocation makes itself known and 
why God allows evil. At times, students have asked ex-
ploratory questions regarding Catholic practices such 
as the Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. 

“That was a great opportunity to teach about the real 
presence along with having quiet time for prayer and 
how to spend that time,” Deacon Ternes said. 

For Deacon Volker, the visits are an important way for 
students “to see their faith lived out in all ways, in all 
days … not just in church on a Sunday.” 



Thanks to the great generosity of our school and par-
ish community, the Team B wing of classrooms at St. 
Joseph received a major upgrade over the summer. 

The funds, totaling more than $50,000, were raised 
during the school’s two largest fundraisers last year: 
the student-led Charger Challenge and the parent-fo-
cused Shamrock fundraiser. 

Asbestos was safely removed by a professional con-
tractor and then the school’s team consisting of Mr. 
Burmeister, Mrs. Carroll, Mr. Pierce, Mr. Kettmann 
and Mr. Kelly painted each classroom and installed 
new carpeting. The upgrades were quickly noticed by 
students and families as the school year resumed. 

“Without the generous support of our school fam-
ilies and parishioners, this would not have been 
possible,” said Casey Kettmann, St. Joseph School 
principal. “Great things happen within the walls of 
our school each day, and these physical upgrades go 
a long way in making the space more comfortable 
and inviting.”
 
To date, upgrades to two-thirds of the school have 
been completed. 
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Classrooms  
get upgrades

An upgraded classroom is seen over the summer.

St. Joseph Catholic School offers a 
variety of childcare options. The Ear-
ly Childhood and Summer Childcare 
programs offer quality caregiving for 
families that need as little as an 
hour of drop-in care or a full day of 
childcare for children ages 3 and 

up. Before- and after-school care 
also is available. 

Families are encouraged to visit the 
program to meet the experienced, 
faith-filled and educated caregivers. 
The program is certified by the Iowa 

Department of Human Services.  
The daycare is open 6:30 a.m. to  
6 p.m. weekdays. 

For more information, call 319-377-
6348 or email Piper Kesselring, at 
pkesselring@sjcsmarion.org.

Did you know: St. Joseph childcare offerings


